Albumin improves islet isolation: specific versus nonspecific effects.
1. BSA-containing solutions improve islet yields using standard collagenase digestion techniques. 2. The BSA effect on islet isolation is independent of source and lot of collagenase. 3. The BSA effect on islet isolation is not due solely to its colloid action, as HES failed to achieve the same level of improvement seen with albumin. 4. BSA can protect islets from warm ischemic injury, and the protective action appears to be unique to albumin, as HES was not as effective.